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The Epistles of John

Background

I. The Aim of the Gospels

A. The General Aim

1. Not to give a biography of Jesus’ life

2. Not to tell everything Jesus did

3. Was to show some aspect of Jesus’ life and ministry

B. The Specific Aim: Matthew – Lion –  to Jews

1. Matthew’s aim was to show Jesus as King of Israel. Key Verses: Matthew 23:37-39

2.  Examples: 

a. He begins with genealogy of Israel: Son of David; Son of Abraham – Ch. 1

b. The wise men come seeking the “King of the Jews.” Ch. 2

c. More Old Testament quotes and allusions – 130

d. Commission of the 12 in 10:5-7: "Go not in the way of the Gentiles"

e.   “Kingdom of heaven” is at hand

f.   The King claims authority--"you have heard. . . but I say to you"
g.   Christ was crucified (according to Mt.) because He said He was King of Jews


C. Specific Aim: Mark - Ox - to the Romans

1. Mark’s Aim was to show Jesus as a servant –

Key Verse:

 “… came not to be ministered to but to minister” (Mark 10:45)

2. Jews writing to Romans probably from Rome

a. Latin words - word for bushel 4:21; tribute 12:14; centurion 15:39

b. Roman time of watches 13:35

c. Explanation of Jewish customs Jordan was a river (1:5). Pharisees used to fast.

3.  He is interested in what the servant did.

4.  He uses "straightaway" or "immediately" 42 times.

5.  Every chapter begins with "and" except 8, 9, 14 (in Greek text).
6.  There is no sermon on the mount - servant has no business telling people what to do

7.  States that servant does not know something - 13:32

8.  Peter is apostolic source behind Mark's gospel.

D. Specific aim: Luke – Man - “Behold the Man” - (Zechariah 6:12)
Key Verse:

“the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).

1.  Childhood of Jesus - You do not talk about the boyhood of the King, a servant or God, BUT you do of a man.

2.  Prayer - Gospels record Jesus praying 15 times – 11 recorded in Luke.
a. Baptisms – 3

b. Following day of miracles – 5

c. Before choosing the 12 – 6

d. Predicting His death – 9

e. At transfiguration – 9

f. Before teaching about prayer – 11

g. On cross twice

3. Women and children (Women only in Luke)

a. Anna – 2

b. Widow at Nain – 7

c. Woman who washed Jesus' feet - 7

d. Woman who ministered to Jesus - 8:1-3

e. Woman bound by infirmity - 13

f. Widow and unjust judge - 18

 5. References to Holy Spirit in Jesus' life

a. Jesus' forerunner (John the Baptist - filled with Holy Spirit from conception)

b. Jesus conceived by Holy Spirit

c. Statements by Elizabeth 1:41, 42; Zechariah 1:67; Simeon 2:25-27 all relate Jesus to Holy Spirit.
d. Baptism 3:21-22

e. Temptation 4:1
f. Great commission in power of Holy Spirit – 24
E. Specific Aim of John: 

“That you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God and believing you might have life through His name”
1. Seven signs

a. Water into wine - 2

b. Healing of nobleman's son - 4

c. Healing of man at pool of Bethesda - 5

d. Feeding of 5,000 - 6

e. Walking on water - 6

f. Healing of blind man - 9

g. Raising of Lazarus - 11

h. Could add the catch of fish - 21

2. Seven "I AM'S"

a. The bread 

b. The light

c.   The door

d.   The good shepherd

e. The resurrection and life
f. The way, truth, life

g.   The true vine

Conclusion

I. John Believed in Believing for Salvation.

A. No Baptism

B. No Repentance

C. No Turning your Life over to Jesus - “Lord of your life”

D. No Promises

E. No Future Requirements.

II. John separated:

A. Salvation from Discipleship

B. Relationship from Fellowship

C. Receiving at Salvation (John 3:16) from Giving at Dedication. (Rom. 12:1-2)

III. The Correlation:

Gospel of John = Connection with God - John 20:30-31

Epistle of John = Communion with God - I John 1:3-4 

